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LUXE A FR2Z. 
| When ye Pray, ſay, Our 


Father. 


F the Church ſhould ſuffer in the Fury of a 
diſtempered and diſtracted State, it is ſo far 
from wonder, that it were the greateſt if it 
ſhould not, as being a Veſſel that hath 

hardly eſcaped Shipwracks even on the calmeſt 

Seas. If thoſe Perſons who ſerve at the Altar 

{ ſhould themſelves be made a Sacrifice, their Ene- 

mies could raiſe no Admiration in them, who 
now they do but follow that City of God Je- 

Jruſalem, even Feruſalem that killed the Prophets 
and Stoned them that were ſcat unto her. If 

rbeir Sacred Functions ſhould be Irreverently in- 

vaded and the Miniſtry of Reconciliation Pro» 
phaned by a Promiſcuous Intruſion, the Sin were 
great, though it were not new: Strange fire is 
[as old as Nadab and Abihu, and the oldelt of the 

People have Feroboam for their Patron. If they 

Whould Conſpire to dif-robe the Spouſe of Chriſt, 

o diſinherit the Church, and ſay, Let us take 
o our ſelves the Houſes of God in Polleſſion, 

W his is as Old as Edom, and Moab, and Gebal, and 
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Amaleck, Dionyſius has taught them how to jeer off 
Fupiter's Cloak and the Beard of e/£/culapius. Nay 
tome of our Selves, like Statnes of Victoria, ſeem 
ready to deliver them with our own Hands. If 
they ſhould come cloſer yet (as the Devil drew 
near to Job) and ſtudy to Rob them of their 
Learning too, it hath been done before. Alas 
the Apoſtate Julian would be their Predeceſſor: 


Nay if they ſhould attempt it by Arms, the 1 
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Turks did as much long fince in the Eater and © 


the Goths and Vandals in the Wiſters Church, 
But that they ſhould take oy, our Prayers too, 
the proper Weapons of our 


too? Or is Common Prayer to be taken in the 


Hebrew Dialect for Prophane? Are they ſo highly 2d 


burch,. this is be- 
yond all Precedent. What, are we ſuch Recuſants 
that we muſt be thus diſarmed? Or may it not 
be Lawfull to put up our Petitions, no not to 
God? What mult we have an Arbitrary Service 


offended with the Name of Prieſt, that they will 
take away our Morning and Evening Sacrifice? 
And not leave us ſo much as the Calves of our 4 


Lips ? Our Perſons | confeſs may be Obnoxious, 
and Gold and Silver may be a Sin. But the In- 
nocent Prayers, what have they deſerved ? How 
have they offeaded Man, whea ſo often Appeal- 7 
ed God? Or at what Bar ſhall they be Condemn- 


ed, which have been Dayly admitted to the 


Throne of Grace? Did the Authors give their 
Bodies to the Fire, that their Books ſhould be 
Burned? Or were ſuch Reliques of Martyrs ever 


diſallowed ? Did Reverend Cranmer therefore 


firſt Sacrifice his Hand, becauſe it had a part i: 


the Liturgy ? If nothing elſe methinks, Mr. Ca. 


via's Approbation ſhould keep it from an utter i 
Abolition, or it muſt be a through Reformatio: 8 
indeed, that muſt Reform Geneva from Superſtiti- 
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before the Unroerfity of Campriape. 
on. But former Liturgies have been Erroncone, 


jeer off 

. Nay and the Prayers of our Church may have ſome 
„ ſeem Fpice perhaps of Malignity in them: The Bi- 
ds. If RF ſhops had a hand in it. What think you if the 
1 drew Conjuting in the Litany hath raiſed all theſe 
their Storms in the Common- wealth? What ſay you, if 

Alas Praying for all that Travel by Land or Water 
ceſſor: hath brought ſo much Ammunition from beyond 
s, the the Seas? What if the Prayer to deliver the 
*. and © King from all his Enemies, were the cauſe of his 
urch. Separation from his Great Council? Indeed if 
rs too, this be True, there is ſome Cauſe why our Li- 
is be- turgy ſhould be expunged, but that any ſhould 
cuſants wrelt from us the Prayer of our Lord, works, 
7 it not ſuch a degree of Admiration, as it goes beyond 

not to Belief. What Simeon would ſuffer his Saviour 
Service 3 to be pulled out of his Arms? What Gadareres 

in the are theſe to ſtrive to turn him out of their 
highly coaſts? Qui dedit vivere docuit & orare ( ſaith 
ey will St. Cyprian) His Prayer ought to be as dear 
rifice? 2s our Life. Wherefore aid the Apoſtles ask 
of our but that we might Learn ! Why were they ſo 
oxions, Ignorant, but that we might know? For one 
he In- of his Diſciples ſaid unto him, Lord, reach ws 
> How „ Pray, (Verſe the 1j},) And he ſaid unto 
\ppeal- 7 them, when ye Pray, ſay, Our Father. In which 
1demn- | Words three things are Obſervable. 

to the ii „ 3 
e their 1. Indeterminatio temporis, imy reeαuναñεενον fry rn 
auld be When ye Pray. cx 14-5y 
rs erer 2. Determinat io Orationis, AL ſay. Aire 
.crefore 3. Individuatio determinationis, mireg . IIazeę 
part in J uss. 
ir. Ca. In the Moſaical Law the Duty of Prayer was 
utter not ſo Abſolutely and Expreſsly commanded; 
mation There was no General Precept clearly obliging all 
2erſtici- the Children of IJſracl to a Petitionary lavocati- 

on. don expreſsly Propounded in the Covenant, in- 
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ſomuch that the Excellent Induſtry of the Ma- 


ſters of the Jews, who have Marſhalled out of the 
Law 613 diſtin& Commands have not found 
out one for Prayer, and Abulenſis after all his La- 


borious Comments upon' Moſes, by which he 1 


puts as it were another Veil upon his Face, with 


a fond Warineſs, concludes that quaſi nunquam 
invenitur. Indeed the Prophets who were ſome- XR 
what on the brighter ſide of the Cloud commanded 1 
Men to call upon God, either d dre, or with 37 
Limitation of Times or Canſes, but a Conſtant X 
and perpetual Duty of Prayer was not Impoſed FX 
by any known Divine Injunction *till under the 


Goſpel. For the Law once delivered, and un- 


derſtood only as the State of the People then re- 


quired, did not evidently crave a ſpecial and 


perpetual aid from Heaven, for the perfor- 
mance of it, neither was there then ſuch a diſ- 
proportion between the Promiſes aud Precepts 
but that the Obedience to the one might work 
with ſome Modeſty aud expectation of the o- 
ther; Beſides if the moſt Fervent Prayers had 
then been added to the moſt exact Obedience 
they could have wrought no abſolute certainty 
of the Legal Promiſes, God having prepared a 
far greater than they generally Expected or he 
plainly Propounded. But the heighth of that 
True and Inherent Sanctity which we are call- 
ed to under rhe Goſpel evidently requires the 
perpetual Influence of Heaven, the Continual 
Aſliſtaace of the Spirit of God: And yet the 
Infinite Diſpropoution of our Duty with the 
Reward Revealed now challengeth the Supply 
of Petitions even upon ſuppoſal of the molt 
Exact Obedience. Indeed the Fewiſh Sacrifices 
were in a manner Ceremonial or Symbolical 
Prayers. As Orpheus, and Zoroaſter uſed their Suf- 

5 fumigations; 
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2 . migations; Hence the Greek zes without 
ound change of a letter is made the Latin Ara. So Chriſt 
his 1 1 - our 3 as he is our Iuterceſſor. Not that 
ch he ey Prayed not under the Law, or that the 
he were not obli ed u ſi f Y 
with ati 8 pon occaſion. I know Inve- 
5 cation hath a more anti ig] 
1 1 ent origin, at leaſt f. | 
quam the days of Eno;,and in (iN Een, 4." 
ſome- * N nos, an can ſcarce be imagined Voun- 36. 
ande ger t . eligion her ſelf, being the moſt Pro- 
rwith 5.0 n eee 
nſtant the Heathen Sages exerciſe 
poſed 1 2 dog as Porphyrius Mien of * 
1 ian Brachmans, the Pe 1 Mani * 
ler the 2 ian Magi, and the 
1d un- W 2 Theologt, and the firſt Authors of the 
mn aſſalian Hereſy were Gentiles, as Epiphanius 
re- obſerves. So did the Jews in ſucceedi 3 
al and | e Jews in ſucceeding Age 
and taught by frequent 338 
erfor- Wl vie” A quent ' occaſions, and the Exam, 
a dif x ples of the Prophets. In the Temple the 
> Ei Joyned them with their Sacrifice, in their bone: 
na 3s BOgues with Reading of the Law, which are 
he o therefore called by Philo, n xare mis Terry hg 
he o- And in their Proſeucha's i Wot RY ant 
s had das Chappels Eaſt f „ 
liencde app of Eaſe out of their Cities the 
58. E uſed them alone. Beſides their ordi Y 
ainty votions, it is not 1 ary. 29 
12 — mprobable 
ared a -E yy” that the moſt 
» bh. minent of their Doctors as they Inſtruct a 
h c = their Diſciples in the Knowledge of tl l 
= ' 2 they preſcribed or directed a e 
tor Solus Deus docere pot uit, ut 2 * 
s the therefore from 4. bag Je welt err... Ae 
inual tion of the Will 7 2 Receive the Revela- 
et the „ we cannot but de- 
1 the T „ to Pray according to it. 
upply John the Baptiſt taught his Diſcipl 
oe 4 EY 3 the Diſciples of our Lord ( ſome of hom 
-ifices of his elonged to John before) deſired as much 
Aical 1 One of hi 1005 
i * is Diſci 41 - | 
* Sut= teach tus to Pra 77 ere Nr, 
ons; 1. * 2 alſo taught his Diſ- 
* ciples, 


A SERMON Preathed 
ciples, which Requeſt as we cannot Imagine 
could be denied, fo we cannot Conceive any 
more than Two ways to grant it, either by 
Forming a Prayer for them, or by delivering 
them Rules and Directions how to frame one. 
Now our Saviour takes the Former way, not 
laying down any Precepts, but delivering them 
a certain Set-Form, a Prayer of it ſelf, and 
a Pattern for others, which is the ſecond Ob» 
ſervable in the Text. Determinatio Orationis, 
He gives them not a Directory, but a Form; 
He tells them not how but what they are to 
ſay. And he faid unto them, when ye Pray, Say, 
Our Father, &c. | 


Thus the Sacerdotal Benediction and Deci- 
mal Profeſſion were delivered in an Expreſs 
Form, and the Pſalms of David, ( of which 
St. Jerome, hath obſerved Four to be Intituled 
Prayers, ) were a Standing Part of the Jewiſh 
Liturgy ; the 70 Diſciples who were ſent to 
Preach the Goſpel, LZuk. 10. were all to uſe 
one Short Benediction as it were before Sermon. 
St. Paul concludes almoſt all his Epiſtles with one 
Form of Prayer, yet | hope his Spirit was of no 
bad invention. Juſtin Martyr one of the eldeſt 
Sons of the Primitive Church mentions their 
Koirds yas, their Common- Prayers, and Tertulli- 
an hath left us the Heads of their Ordinary 
Prayers for the Heathen Emperors, Vitam Pro- 
lixam, imperium Securum, Domum Tutam, Ex#rcie 
tus Fortes, Senatum Fidelem, Populum Probum 
Orbem Quietum. Thus they Prayed for the 
Proſecutors of the Church, more than ſome 
of us will do for the Defender of the Faith. 
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before the Univer fir f = mbridge. g 
ine WE Corftantine the Great, whoſe Portraicture was 
any aped on his Coin in a Poſture of Prayer bad 
by ills bows Zo compoſed with ſtudy and Pre- 
np, Peditation, Eva; ihiours oy mis my Backxuoy Tiny 
one. ede Arie (faith Euſeb.) he duly ſaid his ſer 
not nd appointed Prayers with his Houſhold. Some 
hem ave thought the Emperor our Country Man. 
and Eertainly, there cannot be a more proper De- 
Ob- ription of our preſent Conſtantine. Nay beſides, 
0015S. tk Pen'd a Form of Prayer to be ſaid by all his 
M3 MArmies. And it ended thus, my dinger Ba 
e o meer, e, Te evry Oro, i dun % nyt! 
Say, 9 Se 2 vIXuTUP u TTVi@awla. Give me leave Hi 
t only to Tranſlate it into our Language, but guAds ſe; 
to our Aﬀections and Devotions alſo. We be- 
Dect- 1 Wech thee, O Lord, to preſerve our King, and 
preſs | ws Royal Iſſue amongſt us both ſafe and victo- 
hich ous. Thus the firſt Chriſtian Monarch was 
ruled | 2 Nealous of the Set Prayers of the Church, and 
ſewiſh Wey that ſtrike at one, will not ſpare the o- 
at to A her; and yet fuch there be, who inſtead of 
o uſe 1 vyers and Sellers, whipthe very Prayers out of the 
mon. emple, turn them out of their Houſe with their 
h one Mew Divi inity, ſweeping out all good Chriſtianity : 4 
of no "i Prayer mult be new, and leſt they ſhould conti- 
eldeſt | » e, muſt be ſpent in the making, expire at 
Ther the firſt Breath, and paſs away (as God once 
ertullie 2 pcared)in a Sound, for fear of 2 O- 
linar7 th rwiſe their Chriſtian Liberty is Enthralled, 
Pro- a the Spirit of God is fettered : What? Can 
WE q Iſſue of theſe things be Momentary , whole 
obum ; uſes to be divided are continual, and Effects 
x” HS wy are their Words ſo truly EH He, mm, 
| ſome | St they fly from their Lips never to Return 


Win? What is Our Memory Prophane, that 


„he 1 
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10 A SERMON Preach'd, a 
when we. kneel unto God we are bound to for- 
get? Indeed Enos who is firſt mentioned to call 
upon the Name of God is interpreted by Euſeb. 
'Emanoweoy, Forgetful. But if we ſhould conclude it 
from thence, our Argument would be worſe 7 
than his Interpretation. What are theſe © 
| but Diſtempers which break out in ſuch 
Rom, 8. ſuddain fits? and Abortive Meditation; 8 
2%, which are conceived, and born together? But 
they Object we know not what we ſhould pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit it ſelf maketh 
Interceſſion for us. Tis true; ſo no Mafi can ſay 
that Jeſus is the Lord, i, e. make a Right Pro- 
feſſion of the Faith, but by the Holy Ghoſt. 0 
What, ſhall we therefore have Extemporar 7 
Creeds too, and ſtand up, and begin with 1“. 4 


1 Cor, 12. 
3, 


lieve at a venture ? So ſhould we quickly haves 
two Articles cut off; The deſcent into Hel 
would be ſwallowed up immediately, and w: 
ſhould hear no more of the Catholick Church. 
"Vare Tomivuen, (ſaith St. Paul,) I will Sing witt 
the Spirit. Were it not excellent Muſick tl 
hear them Sing Pſalms Extempore; and thou 
who yet do but Read to them in ſeveral Con 
ners, at length Dictate by Inſpiration? But th 
Opinion is not altogether ſo groſs, it hath bee t. 
of late Refuted. It is lawful now to hear DW; 
vine Service, ſo it be not enjoyned. A Set Fos 
may be digeſted, ſo it be not Commanded. Ti. 

is a pure Spirit of Diſobedience, the Set For 
it ſelf may be harmleſs, add but a little O 
dience to it, and then it is Heinous. They har fu 
hitherto denied Man a Power to make any tl 
unlawful by Prohibiting, and do they grail 
him a Power, to make ſomething Unlawtul 
Commanding ? Heretofore they have told us Wit 
Human Laws cannot bind the Conſcience, 'Y y] 

tach 
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* before the Univerſity of Cambridge. 
for- they Diſtinguiſh all in a different Character, 0 do 
o call Phat they Command they cannot, hut Not to do they can. 
Euſeb. Here is a new Legiſlative Power which permits by 


6 
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de it Porbidding and Forbids by Commanding,a ſtrange 
worſe word of Jaſtice that cuts with the Back, and 
theſe Meals with the Edge. They may as well ſay that if 
, ſuch ur Sovereign were a private Man, they might 


ations y down their Arms, but being He is their 
| But King, they cannot in Conſcience. By this we 
d pray Way ſee what ſtrange Divinity we are like to 
maketh Wave, if the Spiritual Lords ſhall be diveſted of 
can ſ Weir Juriſdiction, and the Temporal poſſeſs 
it, Pro- 8 eir Chairs, and ſo I paſs to the third thing 
Ghoſt. F®bſervable, 

nporar] a Individuatio Determinationis. The particu- 
ith J. r Forms here preſcribed, the Pater-No- 


1y harveß r, when ye pray, ſay, Our Father, &c. Here 
to Hel me will ſcarce be perſuaded it is a Prayer at 
and vi , but a Pattern only. A Pattern I confeſs it is. 


Church. d ſo 1 underſtand St. Matthew's zuswe, and 
zing Witt rullian's Oratio Legitima, in his Book de Fuga, 
Luſick wt ſurely it is a Frayer too. Otherwiſe our 
ad the- iour Chriſt, ſhould Command us when we 
>ral Co“ y not to pray. For he ſaid unto them, when 
But 10 pray, ſay, Our Father. So that this is a kind of 
hath bee tichriſtian Doctrine formally oppoling Chriſt. 
"hear Dc» ye pray ( ſays he) ſay, Our Father, But 
Set Fot ſay, when ye ſay Our Father, ye do not. 
\ded. I. Well this being Granted their fcrupulous 
Set Fou ſcience checks them ſtill, a Prayer it is in 
little O elf they yield, but not to us. It is not laws 
They be to uſo it as a Prayer. What, not lawful ? Is 
e any WWE any Law againſt the Legiſlator ? It hath 
hey gr [onocent near 1600 Years, and is it now 
Jnlawtul een Offenſive ? can the Pretence of the Spirit 
told us in 5 ſt out that, Quz nulla Spiritualior Oratio, as 
cience, an thinks? Or can we imagine chat that 

ri h was made by the Son to be preſented to 
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Ghoſt ? In the Primitive times, the only Ol 


ASERMON PH,, | 
the Father, ſhould be intertupted by the Ho 


ſtion was, whether it were lawful to uſe any othe 
beſide it, now the Judges are changed, they ar 3 
let free, and this alone is queſtioned. It was g 
late vehemently Objected againſt our Liturg 
that it omitted the laſt (though ſuſpectel 
clauſe, now it is accuſed for admitting the Reſt: 8 
before it was a Crime to want a piece, and no 
"tis a greater to have it all. Ay, but we ner: 
Read that the Apoſtles uſed ir. It is true «M$ 
never Read that they Baptized any in tx 
Name of the Father, the Son, and Holy GO 
this is the Sociniar's Argument for negle&t 
Baptiſm. Nay in this our Schiſmaticks are mo 
Inconſequenrial than they, They uſing the Nt 
gative Argument only to exclude all Neceſſ 
theſe to enforce an Unlawfulneſs. Now th 
is a large Difference between Unlawful a 
Unneceflary. Beſides, though we Read it not 
Scriptures, yet this we know that the Primiti' 
Church uſed the Lord's-Prayer perpetuall} a 
the Euchariſt, and this Tradition was fo cr 
ſtant that St. Jerom donbts not to affirm tx: 
Chriſt ſo taught his Diſciples. Sic docuit Ar 
los ſuos ut quotid.e in Corporis illius Sacrificio' aud 
loqui Pater Noſter, ſaith he in the third A 
Pelag. For the further Illuſtration give me e 
to acquaint you with a piece of Antiquity a 
the Infancy of the Church. When any 
converted to Chriſtianity, they firſt made a anc 
feſſion of their Faith, and a promiſe to live a 
cording to it, then they faited and pray««WW: 
Remiſſion of their former Sins, which done el 
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the Ho ich St. Jerom, de Baptiſmatis Fonte, Surgentes 
nly Q in prima Corporis Communione Chriſt; dicunt 
any oth: Witte nobis debita noſtra. His meaning is, as ſoon 
they m WF they were Baptized they Received the Com- 
t was d nion, and ſaying the Lord's-Prayer according 
Liturg, Cuſtom, asked God forgiveneſs of their Sins, 
uſpectel Moogh they were forgiven in Baptiſm, and 
he Reſt: t erefore 'tis a Ridiculous Cuſtom in the Ko- 
and no % Maſs, that the Deacon ſhould ſay, Libera 
ne nevi 2 Malo, and not the Priett, leſt he might 
true 1 ſuſpected to be Guilty of ſome Mortal Sin. 
ny in u thea à perpetual and Univerſal Tradition 
ly Gho! the Catholick Church bath any Authority in 
neglect I ſpect of us; if a clear and expreſs precept of 
are mo hriſt, makes the thing Commanded be- 
ig the ad Diſpute, how can that be unlawful, than 
 Neceſit Which nothing at firſt was more clearly Deli- 
Now the red; nothing ſince more univerſally received 
awful uus, but if they delight ſo in their Negative 
it not WW gumeatatioas,l can help them with one more 
- Primiti believe, never any of the Fathers ſaid it was 
Detuall7 awful. What is the Reaſon ? They were bet⸗ 
as fo r Orators than fo. It had been a cold Expreſ- 
affirm t n to tell them, that was Lawful which no 
cuit Av \ an Douhted co be Divine, whoever ſaid it is 
icio a 'viul to Fear God, and 'tis no Sin to be- 
ird Al ve ia Chriſt ? 

e me le Away with cheſe Scrupulous and Contradicti- 
ntiquicy s Spirits. Let's make uſe of theſe Words of our 
any «Wc v ocate Aznoſcat Pater Filii ſui verba, God ſaid 
aade ace from Heaven, This is my Beloved $S0a, 
to live ar him: When we Repeat this Prayer we 
1 pray« i sht Return theſe Words again, this is thy 
ch done Eloved Son, hear him. Who would Refuſe that 
eing bro tition which was Pen'd by him; who war 
 Buchar' it to promote it as our Advocate, and after 
ology, "il anſwer it as our judge? Aad thus have J 

N done 
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ye pray, ſay, Our Father. But now I ha 
done with my Text, and ſeriouſly Reflect up 
my Former Diſcourſe. To what end is all thi 
To what purpoſe do I labour thus to deci 
theſe Controverſies ? The Jews have been ſo v 
as to Refer their Difficulties to the coming 
Elias, and cannot we ſtay till the Synod be co 
vened ? What if the Carthaginian and Mile: 
tan Councils have determined for Set Forn 
what if the Council of Toledo Enacted a Da 
Repetition of the Lord's-Prayer? Alas th 
pretended but to one Holy Ghoſt among the 


all: We are like to have divers Spirits in o: 


They were choſen but by the Clergy, Thc 
ſhall be Elected by a Repreſentative Body of 
whole Kingdom. Beſides, they never had a 
yet out of America, We ſhall have ſome 
Columbus's diſcoveries, and of the Spirit whi 
moves upon. the Pacifick Waters. Therefo 


to conclude in a Word, whoſoever will n 


freely ſubmit his Judgment with all the Ob 
dience of Faith to the determination of ſuc} 
Synod, he deſerves no better than to be count 
a Member of the Catholick Church. 


BO OE 


done with my Third and laſt obſervable. e 
vicduatio determinationis, the Pater Noſter, N 
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